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family. It requires a combination of
daily medications, weekly psychiatric
treatments, hospital visits, and con-
stant support and medical care. And
that is only half the story.

Without this intensive treatment, KC
would simply be unable to function.
With it, she has the tools she needs to
live a healthy and productive life.

When KC was younger, she was cov-
ered by a family healthcare policy, but
even then, Judith needed to pinch pen-
nies and barely scrape by due to the
high cost of insurance co-pays and
deductibles, costing her $13- to $15,000
per month. To try to keep up with her
never ending medical bills, Judith used
all of her retirement savings.

When KC reached adulthood, she was
bumped off the family insurance plan.
Fortunately, KC qualified for
healthcare coverage through the ACA
Medicaid expansion. Without it, she
and her family would have had no via-
ble alternative.

The ACA provided KC with access to
reliable, consistent medical care that
has been vital to her well-being and has
allowed her to thrive.
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I am very happy to share that KC fin-
ished her bachelor’s degree in May and
is now pursuing her master’s in coun-
seling psychology.

With her own struggles as her inspi-
ration, she decided to make psychology
her life’s work, and Judith says that
KC is now the person whom everybody
goes to anytime one has a problem or
needs comfort.

Without the healthcare coverage that
KC obtained from the Affordable Care
Act, she would never have been able to
obtain private health insurance due to
her preexisting conditions and rigorous
health needs. With the Affordable Care
Act, Judith was able to see her daugh-
ter realize her dreams.

I know all of you who are parents
want the same for your children; so,
when I hear my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle talk about eliminating
KC’s healthcare coverage, I get a pit at
the bottom of my stomach. This is not
about politics; this is about people’s
lives. This is about KC’s life and Ju-
dith’s life and the lives of 20 million
Americans who have gained healthcare
coverage because of the Affordable
Care Act.

Today, I rise to speak up for KC and
for Judith and for the millions of other
Americans whose lives would be put in
jeopardy if we repeal the ACA without
our having an adequate replacement.

I urge my Republican colleagues to
reconsider this reckless repeal that
would throw our entire healthcare sys-
tem into chaos and take lifesaving care
away from those who need it the most.

———

HOUSE MEMBERS ATTEND 101ST
PENNSYLVANIA FARM SHOW
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate an in-
dustry that allows Americans to have
access to affordable, high-quality, and
safe food—the agriculture industry: our
farmers, our ranchers, farm families.
Without food security, we do not have
national security; so I am here today
to recognize all of those who work so
hard in that industry.

Over the weekend, some members of
the House Agriculture Committee were
able to join me in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, our State capital, to attend the
101st annual Pennsylvania Farm Show.
This event has been widely attended
for generations, and it is the largest in-
door agriculture expo in the country. It
showcases 300 commercial exhibits,
6,000 heads of animal, 10,000 competi-
tive exhibits, and more than a half a
million visitors.

On Saturday, Agriculture Committee
Chairman MIKE CONAWAY and I hosted
a public listening session. We wanted
Members of Congress to hear directly
from farmers and ranchers, from FFA
members, from kids in 4-H—the future
of agriculture—on how agriculture pol-
icy impacts them.

I thank the following Members who
were able to join us at the farm show:
Congressman MARK AMODEI, Congress-
man LOU BARLETTA, Congressman TOM
MARINO, Congressman DAN NEWHOUSE,
and Congressman TED YOHO.

We covered a range of topics, Mr.
Speaker, during our public forum, from
raising awareness about agriculture
education, to hearing very real con-
cerns from our dairy farmers, to receiv-
ing an update from our forest industry
about the best ways to strengthen for-
est management. As chairman of the
Agriculture Subcommittee on Con-
servation and Forestry, this was of par-
ticular interest to me.

The Pennsylvania Farm Show, which
continues throughout this week, brings
together so many different farmers and
growers and ranchers, all with unique
issues. This, truly, is an event like no
other. The Farm Show Complex and
Expo Center houses 24 acres under one
roof, spread throughout 11 buildings,
including three arenas. There is no ad-
mission fee. It is a great event for the
entire family, and there are numerous
educational shows that are, obviously,
all free of charge.

This year’s theme is ‘““‘Our Common-
wealth’s Blue Ribbon Experience.” It
reminds us that there really is some-
thing for everyone, farmers and non-
farmers alike. The Pennsylvania Farm
Show provides an atmosphere for ev-
eryone to walk through, observe, and
educate themselves about different
areas of agriculture and to be able to
reconnect with the farm—the Common-
wealth’s largest industry, which brings
in nearly $6.9 billion annually in agri-
cultural cash receipts. Almost a half
million jobs are tied to the industry,
which positively impacts all Penn-
sylvanians.

Undoubtedly, one of the most popular
attractions at the Pennsylvania Farm
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Show is the food court, which is lo-
cated in the complex. The food court
offers visitors a variety of Pennsyl-
vania preferred products, and it gen-
erates income to support the nonprofit
Pennsylvania Agricultural Commodity
Organizations. There is where you will
find the famous Farm Show baked po-
tatoes.

The Pennsylvania Cooperative Po-
tato Growers, Inc., is the oldest in the
United States, chartered in 1922. The
money raised during the week helps to
support the marketing and the pro-
motion of Pennsylvania potatoes.
Money is also used to pay the dues for
Pennsylvania growers to belong to na-
tional potato organizations, fund re-
search projects, and promotional op-
portunities for Pennsylvania’s growers.
Our delegation was able to stop by and
sample some of the well-known potato
doughnuts.

The Pennsylvania Dairymen’s Asso-
ciation is also on hand at the expo.
This service organization provides
scholarships, youth programs, and ag-
ricultural education programs across
the Commonwealth. It also maintains
the milk house facilities that are lo-
cated in the farm show complex. The
Dairymen rely on the revenues that are
generated during the farm show to fund
their activities, including a statewide
fresh milk program, called Fill a Glass
with Hope. All of their activities are
bolstered with the sales of milkshakes,
milk and chocolate milk, ice cream
sundaes, grilled cheese sandwiches, ice
cream cones, and my favorite—fried
cheese cubes.

Over a century ago, the first Penn-
sylvania Farm Show was a 3-day ex-
hibit. Today, the event is a weeklong
celebration of how the agriculture in-
dustry touches our lives every day. If
you pick up a fork, a spoon, or a knife,
you are touched by agriculture. Proud-
ly, this event draws visitors from
across the country to highlight every-
thing our State has to offer when it
comes to agriculture.

As the 115th Congress begins to ad-
dress the next farm bill, listening ses-
sions like the one that we hosted Sat-
urday will continue to be critically im-
portant. Policy that is based on discus-
sion within the vacuum—the beltway—
of Washington usually fails and falters.
When we open it up to the people who
are impacted, we get the best policy. If
you are looking for the best agri-
culture expo in the country, head to
Harrisburg this week.

———

MEETING THE THRESHOLD OF UN-
AMERICAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) for
5 minutes.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, what is more important than
being the President of the United
States? For all of us here, that is a no-
brainer; but, each day, I find myself
asking that of the President-elect.
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Last night, we watched President
Obama say farewell to the country he
served. For the past 8 years, parts of
our country disparaged him, and some
of our colleagues fought him tooth and
nail at the expense of their constitu-
ents; but, each day, we were assured
that our outgoing President put this
country and our interests first.

President-elect Trump seems to serve
himself. Yesterday, several news
sources reported the possibility of a
continuing exchange of information be-
tween Russia and Trump campaign of-
ficials during the election; so, in the
face of yet another troubling revela-
tion that further sullies the ground on
which his loyalty to America stands, I
have questions:

Is our President-elect willing to sac-
rifice his personal gain for the good of
this great Nation?

When will we find out if he has ful-
filled his legal obligation to pay taxes
like millions of Americans do?

How can we be sure that our interests
will take precedence if we don’t even
know that they ever have?

Will this White House
“Trump Tower South”?

The actions and words of the Presi-
dent of the United States have a loud
and reverberating effect through the
world economy and the international
political system.

To date, President-elect Trump’s
promises to America have been hollow
and his actions self-serving. President-
elect Donald Trump does not merely
offer an alternative direction for our
Nation; he, it seems, offers to use the
Presidency primarily for his personal
benefit.

When given an opportunity to set
these concerns aside, he scoffs at his
critics and embraces our Nation’s en-
emies. Instead of making reasonable
attempts to reassure the American
public, whom he will soon swear to pro-
tect, he gaslights us with tweets,
mockery, and lies.

In the past, we have seen the term
“un-American’ used to indict members
of the public executing their civil 1lib-
erties. Antiwar advocates protesting
for peace have been called un-Amer-
ican. Civil rights leaders standing
against discrimination have been
called un-American—just ask Senator
JEFF SESSIONS. Professional athletes
taking a knee to acknowledge sordid
realities within our justice system are
deemed un-American, and comedians
and pastors, alike, for using their
microphones to criticize our Nation.

But, quite frankly, dissent is Amer-
ican; protest is American; criticism is
American. Healthy skepticism toward
our national intelligence is American.
Disparaging and discrediting it is not.

Working with foreign powers to en-
sure peace is not only American, but
also Presidential; inviting a foreign
power to compromise the cybersecurity
of private citizens is not.

Empowering Americans to become
involved in the political process, to
take action, and to even be critical of

serve as
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you is American; attacking them when
they call untruths and inciting your
supporters to do the same is not.

For these reasons and a host of oth-
ers, I simply ask the question: At what
point do the actions of our next Presi-
dent—President-elect Donald Trump—
meet that threshold of un-American?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President-elect.

————

U.N. RESOLUTION 2334

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DESANTIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, U.N.
Resolution 2334 was an anti-Israel reso-
lution that sought to erase the history
of the Jewish people and their connec-
tion to their historic homeland.

Under U.N. Resolution 2334, the West-
ern Wall, which is the holiest site in
Judaism and the last remnant of the
Second Temple, is considered occupied
territory. You can’t even make this up.
I think it is important to point out
that the territory at issue, which we
are talking about, including the West
Bank, which is historic Judea and Sa-
maria—some of the oldest Jewish lands
dating back thousands of years—is dis-
puted. It is not occupied territory.

When you use that term for things
like the Western Wall, you show that
all you are trying to do is to harm and
attack the State of Israel but not do
this in an intellectually honest way. If
you look at the Balfour Declaration,
that entire mandate was originally for
a Jewish state, including what is now
Jordan.

As we got into the 1920s, Britain
thought that giving what was called
Transjordan—what is considered to be
the eastern part of Palestine—would be
a reward for the help of some of the
Arabs during the First World War.
That had been under Turkish control
for hundreds of years before World War
I. It was then under British control.
You have this British mandate, and
they eventually give Jordan everything
east of the river; but then Jewish Pal-
estine—this is a Jewish state, which is
all of Israel proper: Jerusalem, Judea
and Samaria, you name it—was what
Britain wanted to do. The League of
Nations in 1922, which is the last le-
gally binding document, recognized
that as well.

Fast-forward past World War II and
we get into the late forties. The Arabs
always rejected having a state shared
with Israel in that respect. Then we get
to 1948 and the U.N. Partition Plan.
How much measly less territory for
Israel? It is really an indefensible coun-
try. There is a massive Arab state
there; yet Israel accepted even these
little crumbs of territory. What did the
Arabs do? They rejected having a state.
You had invasions against Israel from
all sides, and the goal was the annihila-
tion of the Jewish state in 1948.

Between ’48 and ’67—we always heard
about these 1967 lines. Those are not
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political lines. Those are armistice
lines. Israel won the war for their inde-
pendence. They beat back the Arab ar-
mies. You had Egypt controlling the
Gaza Strip and you had Jordan control-
ling Judea and Samaria, what we know
as the West Bank.
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So those were armistice lines, never
internationally recognized. Jordan’s

occupation of the West Bank was not
recognized internationally.

When Arafat founded the PLO, it was
in 1964, ’65, when you still had these ar-
mistice lines. So the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization, what are they try-
ing to liberate Palestine from? He is
not talking about the West Bank. He is
talking about Israel proper. He wanted
to push the Jews to the sea.

So why would we be rewarding? Pal-
estinian Arabs rejected a state in ’48.
They rejected a generous offer in 2000,
2007. Every time, they have chosen to
go to war with Israel, and they are
more opposed to a Jewish state than
they are interested in their own state.

We do have an example, though.
What happens? You talk about Israel
occupation. They don’t occupy the
Gaza Strip. What is the Gaza Strip? Is
this like a nice la-la land on the Medi-
terranean? No. It is a terror state con-
trolled by Hamas, and they launch in-
cessant rocket attacks against Israel.

So a Palestinian state in this area,
Judea-Samaria—West Bank—would be
what they call judenrein. It would be
free of Jews. They would ethnically
cleanse every Jew who was in anything
considered earmarked for Palestinian
Arabs. It is an interesting contrast, be-
cause in Israel, Arab Israelis live and
prosper, and they are treated as equal
citizens.

So we have to get this straight. What
the U.N. did was totally unacceptable.
This body needs to remove funding for
the U.N. until they repeal that offend-
ing resolution, and the new administra-
tion needs to move our embassy from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in a show of sol-
idarity with our friends in Israel.

—————
ACA REPEAL AND DELAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publicans’ plan to repeal the Affordable
Care Act should be entitled repeal and
collapse, because it will generate, in
this country, a financial and
healthcare meltdown for tens of mil-
lions of people.

In fact, if we repeal the ACA, 30 mil-
lion Americans will lose their health
insurance. States and hospitals will be
on the hook for $1.1 trillion in uncom-
pensated care, and rural hospitals will
close.

It will cost the country 3 million
jobs. All of this is to give the top one
half of 1 percent an almost $200,000 tax
break and costs middle class families
as much as $6,000 more a year. Once
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